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1. How will you foster the reading writing connection in your classroom? Be sure to discuss examples that best meet the needs for your selected grade level.
Education plays a key role in our lives as humans and it has always been regarded as one of the greatest inheritances that a parent that handover to a child or children. Education entails listening, reading, and writing, all these three aspects go hand in hand to ensure that a student is imparted with knowledge. Teachers play a crucial role in facilitating education by guiding the students in the classrooms. Through teaching, teachers are always required to foster a connection between reading and writing in the classroom. The success of the connection usually helps children to retain the information learned and deepen further their understanding, and inspires creativity (Chandler, 2017). To understand what reading is, writing is usually critical. The teacher should always encourage the students to write what they are reading and read them afterward while trying to understand the intended meaning especially if it is a vocabulary. Besides the many techniques of bridging reading and writing in the classroom, the teacher can also act as a bridge whereby he or she may decide to shove the book away and interact with the students by just reading and writing and vice versa especially if it’s among the grade, four students.
Conversation and group discussions usually dominate the four-grade classroom and they are usually critical in linking reading and writing. Studies have indicated that this act normally spurs greater retention and understanding among children. Thus, as a teacher, I would incorporate the group discussion through modeling first. The shared idea in the discussion would be practiced for deeper understanding thus giving the students the initiative of being in control. To spur different ideas, the students would be allowed to answer the specific question concerning reading and further be paired with those with conflicting opinions. This would generate a debate that may lead to the students understanding deeper what they read.

2. How will you provide opportunities for choice and differentiated instruction? What stuck out in the course textbook that would work best for your grade level? Support your answers with examples.
Concerning the provision of opportunities for choice and differentiated instruction, it all lies in the understanding that students possess different capabilities and are always in need of the teacher’s support. Besides, understanding that the students need options during writing is also critical. Teachers need to make learning meaningful to the students by giving them the opportunity of showcasing what they know with the option of what best suits them. For the fourth graders, choice boards would be a better consideration. The program will also consider the slow thinkers and rich thinkers who may also need to be challenged more often. Making them engage in challenging tasks always sharpens their skills and improves their creativity. Incorporating these aspects will help make the students understand more and always be excited about reading and writing.
What stuck out in the course textbook that would work best for me as a grade four level teacher would be educating the students on a menu of options on ways to respond to text. The menu option is very much viable while reading a novel or longer independent reading. Other options could be a record of video presentation, map creation from the book location, picture or image creating and interviewing another student on certain characters, literal works, and theme on a book.
3. What is an area you want to learn more about? What specific practices do you feel you need more information on in regards to teaching students the reading/writing connection and providing choice? Create a plan that would allow you to grow and gain more knowledge in your chosen area.
The area that I would want to learn more about is how to establish classroom expectations on note-taking. Many students always prefer reading and internalizing the knowledge without having to write. To them writing is always boring and time-consuming but they fail to understand that writing while reading increases the chances of one understanding something better. As such, there is the need for the students to be taught how to do note-taking and make it fun. Some of the steps that I would take to encourage the student value note taking include:
1. Liaise with other teachers on how they encourage the students to do note-taking
2. Create a list of different note-taking types and their significance and ask the student which one they prefer.
3. Create a step-by-step process of initiating the students into note-taking and create opportunities to practice it.
Part 2
1. Choose one of the approaches from the course text (mini-lesson, collaborative workshop lesson, or collaborative read-aloud) and plan a lesson using one of the approaches.
Collaborative workshop lessons would be my choice of approach. The approach is all about sharing ideas through discussion. Based on that fact, I would instruct the students to read some articles and when we meet, I will divide them into different groups where they share their thoughts of different aspects of literature that they came across during the reading and how they were used. 
2. Make sure to choose a short, complex text and explain your reasons for choosing it.
The approach facilitates an avenue for collaboration that may help enlarge the knowledge of the students. Students possess different capabilities and through this approach, a student can easily get the opportunity of exposure to different ideas that may rekindle his or her ideas, it inspires confidence.
3. What strategies/teaching points will this help you focus on or lead students to focus on if they are guiding the lesson as in the collaborative approaches?
Strategies that will help me focus on or lead students to focus on if guiding the lesson as in the collaborative approaches include:
1. Making sure each group is a mixture of students with different capabilities
2. Provide the students with ample time to discuss their thoughts.
3. After the collaborative discussion, each group should present a point to the class and be asked questions.
4. Provide a learning target that is aligned to state standards for your grade level.
The learning target aligned to the state standards of my grade level include:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Getting the students to love note-taking
2. Getting them to appreciate group discussion
3. Inspire them to be creative
5. Synthesize the textbook reading: How do you envision using strategic groupings in your classroom to enhance learning? 
Using strategic groupings in my classroom to enhance learning would be helpful. These groupings will inspire collaboration that would in turn spur creativity. It will nurture a learning environment where teachers and students mingle freely and are open to ask anything and enable the connection between reading and writing.

